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By RUTH BASHINSKY and BILL HUTCHINSON
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITERS

As he stood in front of the Queens home where he
and his wife had made their life for 55 years, Walter
Yackel cried out in anguish, unable to bear the
thought that he had just accidentally run over and
killed his beloved Mary.

“I wish the earth could open
up and swallow me. I can die
now,” the 83-year-old retired
construction worker said as he
watched firefighters try to free

his mortally wounded 82-year-
old wife from under the front
wheels of their car.

The heartbreaking scene un-
folded around noon after Walter

and Mary Yackel returned from
grocery shopping to their
cream-colored, two-story house
on Jay Ave. near 65th St. in Mas-
peth.

Police said Mary Yackel got
out and began walking across
the driveway in front of the cou-
ple’s 1992 Dodge Shadow.

“He [Walter] thought he was
in reverse, and he gave it the
gas,” a police source said.

Investigators said it appeared
Walter Yackel panicked and acci-
dentally hit the accelerator after
the car went forward instead of
backward. But they were exam-
ining the powder-blue hatch-
back for possible mechanical de-
fects.

The couple’s daughter Flo-
rence, who lives around the cor-
ner, raced to the scene and
found her mother pinned under
the car, neighbors said.

“There was no screaming,”
said one neighbor, Dr. Jeffrey
Ahing. “The only noise I heard
was from Walter. He looked like
he was going to collapse. He
was absolutely devastated.”

Ahing, a 55-year-old physi-
cian, said Walter Yackel told him
that after the car hit his wife, he
ran into the house and called
911.

“I ran the car over my wife,”
he told Ahing. “ I was trying to
stop the car, and it wouldn’t
stop. It was an accident.”

As firefighters worked to free
Mary Yackel, Ahing broke the
news to Walter Yackel that his
wife probably wasn’t going to
survive her injuries.

Mary Yackel, described as a
housewife and a loving grand-
mother who enjoyed gardening,
was taken to Elmhurst Hospital
Center, where she died.

Neighbors said the Yackels
were married at least 55 years
and moved into their house
shortly after they were wed.

Ahing said Walter Yackel had
just gotten his driver’s license re-
newed and mostly used his car
to drive to the doctor or the gro-
cery store.

He said he once asked Walter
Yackel if he ever thought of giv-
ing up driving. “He said, ‘I can
still drive. I’m still young,’ ” Ah-
ing said.

Neighbor Al Emig, 64, who
knew the Yackels for more than
20 years, said Walter was a cau-
tious driver.

“I never remembered Walter
having an accident since I’ve
been living here,” Emig said.
“He never seemed like he wasn’t
in control.”
 With Richard Weir

By MARY PAPENFUSS in Modesto, Calif.
and MAKI BECKER in New York
DAILY NEWS WRITERS

With as many as three girlfriends, mul-
tiple cell phones to stay in touch and a
checking account hidden from his wife,
Scott Peterson had a busy secret life, a
source close to the double-murder inves-
tigation revealed.

Investigators also have evidence that
Peterson — accused of killing his preg-
nant wife, Laci, and their unborn son,
named Conner — made a “significant
purchase” of items that could have been
used to anchor a body, a second source
familiar with the case said.

Investigators need to find the items to
“connect all the dots,” that source said.

The bodies of Laci and Conner
washed ashore last month in San Fran-
cisco Bay, near where Scott Peterson,

30, had told cops he went fish-
ing Christmas Eve. He report-
ed his 27-year-old wife missing
after returning that night.

Peterson, a fertilizer sales-
man, has proclaimed his inno-
cence. His lawyer, Mark Gera-
gos, has vowed to help him
find the real killer.

Lawyer Gloria Allred, repre-
senting Peterson’s admitted
mistress, Amber Frey, urged
any other girlfriends to step for-
ward yesterday. Allred also
met with prosecutors to discuss their
plans to call Frey as a witness, possibly
during a preliminary hearing scheduled
for July 16.

Peterson, who is being held without
bond, showed up in court yesterday
as lawyers wrangled over an array of
issues, from unsealing document

to wiretaps.
His bleach blond locks had

been shorn to a near-buzz cut
that was back to his original
dark brown. He said nothing,
appearing confident and some-
times flashing a smug grin as
the legal eagles duked it out.

Judge Al Girolami heard ar-
guments from California news-
papers that want sealed docu-
ments — including search war-
rants and autopsy results — to
be made public. He said he

would rule this week.
Girolami also threatened to issue a

gag order. “Every day we hear about
something in the paper that we don’t
hear in court,” he said. “I think we need
a protective order.”

The judge ordered prosecutors to give
Peterson’s camp copies of 69 phone con-

versations that law enforcement inter-
cepted between the defendant and his
lawyers in the months before his arrest.

Details of those conversations were
disclosed Monday on Fox News Chan-
nel, which reported that Peterson told
Frey in one conversation: “I know who
did it, and I’ll tell you later when I see
you.” That meeting never occurred.

Defense sources have raised the possi-
bility that Laci Peterson was killed as
part of a satanic ritual or by a strange
man spotted in the neighborhood the
day she disappeared.

After the court proceedings, Geragos
said the defense team has received sev-
eral helpful tips from the public that the
police also are looking into.

“The big cases tend to bring out the
big nuts,” he conceded, “but a lot of in-
formation we have received has been
very good.”

Tragedy in the driveway
Manaccidentally runs down&kills hiswife, 82, inQueens

ANTHONY FIORANELLI

AFTERSHOCK Walter Yackel, 83, sits in state of sorrow and disbelief on his stoop after accidentally running over his wife, Mary,
82, with family car in driveway at their Queens home yesterday. Mary Yackel died at Elmhurst Hospital Center.

Laci’s hubby spent secret cash on lovers

Scott Peterson
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By DAVID HINCKLEY
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER

C
hampaine marked her 20th anniver-
sary at WBLS (107.5 FM) very quiet-
ly Sunday. She was on vacation.

Not that radio life is always so quiet.
There was the time when, as an assis-

tant to the late Frankie Crocker, she
called James Brown to say Crocker had
to cancel an interview.

Somehow Brown didn’t get the mes-
sage, and he showed up at WBLS any-
way. Champaine was sent out to tell him,
again, that it was canceled.

“Picture James and a bodyguard in
long fur coats,” she says. “And James just
went off on me. He was yelling, waving

his finger in my face. He
backed me up against
the wall. I didn’t know
what to do, so I started
yelling back.

“Finally, James leaves.
And now I’m really mad.

So I go back to Frankie’s office, and it
turns out this whole thing was on the
monitor cameras. They’re all watching it,
laughing hysterically.”

Like anyone who has logged 20 years
on one station, Champaine survived
these moments because most artists, and
co-workers, have been much nicer.

“Frankie made every day an adven-
ture,” she says. “He knew so much about
radio and music. And every day, the
record-label people would fight to be the
one who brought him his fried chicken.”

She also likes her current boss, pro-
gram director Vinny Brown. “He gives us
opportunities to be creative and show our
personalities. He’s also brought a consis-
tency back to the station, and I think our
numbers reflect that.”

Champaine is currently on the over-
night shift, which she says suits her fine.
“I did middays and that was good, but
New York has a lot of night people — and
for them, that’s the middle of the day.”

WBLS “has a lot of dedicated listen-
ers,” says Champaine, and when she was
growing up, she was one of them.

“Lamar Renee and Mary Thomas were
my role models,” she says, though she
didn’t think of radio as a career until she
had met Joe Causi and Carlos DeJesus
and scammed her way into Crocker’s of-
fice. He made an offer, and soon she was
working on the famed “Quiet Storm,”
whose current host is Vaughan Harper.

“Every station has tried to copy ‘Quiet
Storm,’ and no one has,” she says.
“Vaughan has a lot to do with that.”

Champaine’s night hours now let her
also dip a toe into her other passion, cook-
ing. Since 2000, she’s been taking cours-
es at the French Culinary Institute.

“I love to improvise,” she says. “If I
weren’t in radio, this is what I’d do.”

WINGING WEST: Freddie Colon, who
has left his mark all over New York for 23
years, is heading for Tucson.

Colon finishes Friday at WALK (97.5
FM) after stints at both WKTUs, WTJM,
WBLS, WQHT, WRKS and points in be-
tween. He will do mornings on Jammin’
Oldies KGMG.

“It’s been a great run here,” he says.
“I’ve been blessed to work with some of
the greatest stations anywhere.”

FOR ANSWERS SEE TOMORROW’S INNER TUBE

Prices include all costs to be paid by a consumer except taxes, title, reg., fees. Financing based on 72
mos. with $6995 down @ 9.9% APR. Amount financed may vary depending on severity of credit. All
rebates to dealer. Used cars sold cosmetically as is. †4000 trade-in offer valid towards any used car

purch & can not be combined w/ad specials. Dealer not resp. for typos.
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Must present ad at purchase signing. Ad prices subject to primary lender approval. Must take same day delivery.
Financing based on 72 mos. with $6995 down @ 9.9% APR.

$7995

$79
Stk #8813, 4 DR, white, 6 cyl., auto, p/s/ABS, a/c, 48K mi. Ttl pymts: $5688.

BUY
FOR

BUY
FOR

72
MOS

2000 FORD 

WINDSTAR

$9995

$99
Stk #8986, 4 cyl., auto, p/s/ABS, a/c, 25K mi. Ttl pymts: $7128.

BUY
FOR

BUY
FOR

72
MOS

2001 SUZUKI 

GRAND VITARA 4WD

$10,995

$109
Stk #9319, white, 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, a/c, 31K mi. Ttl pymts: $7848.

BUY
FOR

BUY
FOR

72
MOS

2000 VW 

JETTA

$11,995

$139
Stk #8993, green, 6 cyl., auto, p/s/ABS, a/c, 49K mi. Ttl pymts: $10,008.

BUY
FOR

BUY
FOR

72
MOS

1999 NISSAN 

MAXIMA

$19,995

$299
Stk #8942, 4 DR, black, 6 cyl., auto, p/s/ABS, a/c, 49K mi. Ttl pymts: $21,528.

BUY
FOR

BUY
FOR

72
MOS

1999 LEXUS 

GS300

$19,995

$299
Stk #9133, 4 DR, white, 6 cyl., auto, a/c, p/s/b, 49K mi. Ttl pymts: $21,528.

BUY
FOR

BUY
FOR

72
MOS

2000 MERCEDES-BENZ

ML320 

$4995
Stk #1281, 4 cyl., 5 spd., a/c, p/s/b/winds/lks/mirrs/seats, cass, sunrf, air bags,

alloys, white, 45K mi.

BUY
FOR

1999 KIA 

SPORTAGE 4WD

$7995

$79
Stk #8663, tan, 6 cyl., auto, p/s/ABS, a/c, 7 passngr, 54K mi.

BUY
FOR

BUY
FOR

72
MOS

2000 TOYOTA

CAMRY LE

$12,495

$139
Stk #9106, 4 DR, silver, 6 cyl., 5 spd., p/s/ABS, a/c, 49K mi. Ttl pymts: $10,008.

BUY
FOR

BUY
FOR

72
MOS

1999 NISSAN

PATHFINDER

$11,995

$139
Stk #9265, black, auto, 26K mi. Ttl pymts: $10,008.

BUY
FOR

BUY
FOR

72
MOS

1999 NISSAN 

QUEST

$15,495

$169
Stk# 1177B, 4 DR, silver, 6 cyl., auto, p/s/ABS, a/c, 45K mi. Ttl pymts: $12,168.

BUY
FOR

BUY
FOR

72
MOS

2000 AUDI 

A6

$19,995

$299
Stk #8894, 5 DR, dk. green, 8 cyl., auto, p/s/ABS, a/c, 48K mi. Ttl pymts: $21,528.

BUY
FOR

BUY
FOR

72
MOS

1999 LINCOLN

NAVIGATOR

$24,495

$349
Stk# 9167, grey, well equipped, 45K mi. Ttl pymts: $25,128.

BUY
FOR

BUY
FOR

72
MOS

2000 BMW 

528I

$5995
Stk #1282B, 6 cyl., auto, a/c, p/s/ABS/winds/lks/mirrs/seats, cass, cruise, sunrf,

air bags, leather, alloys, tan, 77K mi.

BUY
FOR

1998 MAZDA 

MILLENIA

LARGEST INDOOR SHOWROOMS IN NEW YORK

0% $4000
400$0DOWN

TO QULIFIED BUYERS
WITH APPROVED CREDIT

APR
FINANCING

AVAILABLE**

MINIMUM
TRADE

FOR ANY
VEHICLE†

CARS IN STOCK
TO CHOOSE

FROM AT SIMILAR
SAVINGS!

CALL MR RIDGEWOOD ON OUR CREDIT 24 HOUR HOTLINE

718-217-3700• 1-800-345-2277
FOR GOOD PEOPLE
WITH BAD CREDIT!

www.baronautomall.getayes.com

AATT BBAARROONN AAUUTTOOMMAALLLL
OOFF QQUUEEEENNSS

RADIO
 DIAL 

Champaine toasts
20-year anniversary

GOOD MATCH: Champaine and WBLS
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