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By BARBARA ROSS
and LEO STANDORA
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITERS

An upper East Side art deal-
er was painted as a scoundrel
yesterday for allegedly fleec-
ing his boss out of $568,000 in
money, artwork and antiques.

Harvard-educated James
Sansum, 36, was charged with
grand larceny, falsifying busi-
ness records and tax fraud,
crimes punishable by up to 15
years behind bars.

Manhattan Assistant District
Attorney Daniel Castleman
said Sansum betrayed the trust
of his longtime benefactor,
Helen Fioratti, while manag-
ing her art gallery,
L’Antiquaire & The Connois-
seur Inc., at 36 E. 73rd St.

From May 1999 to June
2001, Sansum allegedly
dipped into gallery funds for
such luxuries as $23,000 worth
of Gucci garb and more than
$15,000 for health club and tan-
ning sessions and a personal
trainer.

He also is accused of snatch-
ing 25 pieces of Fioratti’s art
and antiques two years ago
and using them to stock his
own gallery — James Sansum
Inc., on Lexington Ave.

A quick study
Prosecutors said Fioratti

hired Sansum in 1989 after he
graduated from Harvard,
where he had met her daugh-
ter, Arianna.

Fioratti let him live rent-free
in an apartment over her gal-
lery while he learned the art
world ropes, then put him in
charge of the business while
she traveled the world on high-
end interior decorating jobs,
they said.

The alleged swindle was un-
covered in the spring of 2001,
when Arianna Loreto, who
lives in Italy with her husband,
visited New York and found art-
work and valuable books miss-
ing from her mother’s gallery.

When Fioratti returned to
the city from Kuwait, where
she was working for the royal
family, she questioned Sansum
about the eye-popping expens-
es — and didn’t like his an-
swers, Castleman said.

By RUTH BASHINSKY and MICHELE McPHEE
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITERS

The driver’s foot never touched the
brake.

The police probe of a horrific crash in
Queens that left four people dead and
two others in a coma has been hindered
by the lack of skid marks from the speed-
ing car.

“The driver never used the brake,” said Officer
Gennara Everleth, a police spokeswoman. “We have
been unable to determine the exact speed because of
the lack of skid marks.”

But witnesses told investigators that whoever was
driving the packed Toyota Camry down Jackie Robin-
son Parkway early Monday was topping 100 mph.
The impact sent the driver and six passengers flying.

Yesterday, detectives were trying to question Yulan-
da Thompson, 23, of Rosedale, Queens, about a des-
perate phone call she got from one of the victims sec-
onds before the car crashed into a tree and burst into
flames. “These people are drinking and going crazy,”
the passenger, Diony Richiez, 20, told the woman.
“They are bugging out.”

Thompson told the Daily News yesterday, “I just
wish everyone came out in one piece and that this
never happened. Diony was such an angel, I know he
will go to heaven.”

Meanwhile, Richiez’s stepbrother, Lenny Castro,
23, and their close friend Enges Caro, 24, remained
unconscious and hooked to ventilators at Jamaica
Hospital. Both were in critical condition.

Richiez died alongside Alexis Guzman, 28, and
Mayra Del Rosario, 23, and another man believed to
be the driver. Police have not been able to identify
him.

A family’s agony
Family members of the comatose friends have kept

a bedside vigil in the intensive care unit since the ac-
cident. Yesterday, Castro’s mother took an emergen-
cy flight from the Dominican Republic to pray over
one son, as her husband stayed on the island to plan
the funeral for Richiez — held last night in Corona.

“Looking at the car wreck, it’s a miracle that Lenny
survived,” said his cousin Richie Richiez, 18. The fam-
ily doesn’t want to tell Lenny yet about Diony be-
cause he might be regretful and blame it on himself.”

Another cousin of the brother said the family is
grateful Lenny may survive.

“The burden is taken off of us because Lenny is go-
ing to be all right,” said Justo Gonzalez, 17. “We
thought Lenny wasn’t going to be all right.”

The family also retained an attorney to determine
who owned and who was driving the car, and wheth-
er any establishments served them alcohol.

“We are going to look into the road conditions
themselves,” said Larry Elovich, the family’s attor-
ney. “There have been a number of accidents on the
Jackie Robinson Parkway, and we wanted to look in-
to the road design itself to see if that contributed to
the accident.”  With Melissa Grace

and Tamer El-Ghobashy

Charged
as artful
cadger
Driver didn’t brake

No skidmarks
where four died

Going to church may have saved a
Queens man from going to prison, prose-
cutors said yesterday

Duver Castrillon, 20, was charged in a
March 5 attack on two teens who were
stabbed and robbed. But the charges
were dropped yesterday after Castrillon
proved he was in church for Ash Wednes-
day at the time of the crime.

“It was almost divine intervention,”
said his lawyer, Scott Bookstein. “If in-
stead of going to church to get ashes he
went to get pizza, there’s a good chance
he’d be sitting in jail awaiting trial.”

Castrillon — who still had ashes on his
forehead when his mug shot was taken
— told prosecutors he was at the Blessed
Sacrament Church in Jackson Heights,

Queens, several blocks from the crime
scene. He also gave details about the
church service only someone who had
been there would know, his attorney said.

Charges against a second defendant,
Jonathan Torres, 19, also were dropped
when family members and an off-duty
cop testified Torres was with his grand-
mother at the time of the attack.

The men, both of Jackson Heights,
were arrested the night of the attack and
charged with gang assault and other
charges that could have put them behind
bars for 50 years.

The victims, Eduardo Paredes, 18, of
Woodside, Queens, and Orlando Bianco,
19, of Brooklyn, are still recovering.
 Scott Shifrel

A church visit turns assault rap to ashes

JOHN TRACY

GRIEVING Mourners embrace yes-
terday in Corona, Queens, where
funeral of car crash victim Diony
Richiez (l.), 20, was held.
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By JULIAN GARCIA
DAILY NEWS SPORTS WRITER

It didn’t take long for Eric Duncan to
become a Yankee fan after he moved to
New Jersey from Southern California in
1995. And it didn’t take long for the Yan-
kees to select the hard-hitting third base-
man in baseball’s amateur draft yester-
day.

The Yankees selected Duncan, of Seton
Hall Prep in West Orange, N.J., in the
first round, the 27th selection overall. He
is the first third baseman the Yankees
have taken in the first round. They select-
ed Andy Fox early in the second round in
1989.

“It’s just unbelievable,” Duncan said
last night, after going 1-for-3 with a home
run in Prep’s win over St. Joseph’s of
Montvale in the State Parochial final. “I
would have been thrilled to get drafted
by any team, but the fact that it’s the Yan-
kees makes it extra special.”

Duncan, who was born in Agoura, Ca-
lif., impressed scouts with his fielding
and ability to hit for average and power.
This season, he batted .535 with 10 hom-
ers and 52 RBI is 28 games, helping his
team to a 27-1 record. He has been com-
pared to Chipper Jones.

Duncan’s stock also got a big lift from
some post-game batting sessions with
scouts, where he showed off his ability to
hit with wooden bats.

Many believe the 18-year-old Duncan
— who is 6-2, 205 pounds — already has
a major league body.

“He looks like a professional ballplay-
er,” one scout said about him recently.
“And he carries himself like one, from
the way he takes infield practice to the
way he wears his uniform.”

Duncan has signed a letter of intent
with Louisiana State University, but he
said he would most likely bypass college
for the chance to play in the Yankees or-
ganization.

“It’s always been my dream to play pro-
fessional baseball so I doubt that I would
pass that chance up now,” he said.

Duncan has chosen Jim Lindell as his
adviser. After Duncan plays his final high
school game on Saturday, Lindell will offi-
cially become his agent and he will then
begin negotiating a contract.

It is extremely rare for a position play-
er from this area, especially one in high
school, to be chosen so early in the draft.
But the Yankees felt Duncan was better
than most of the college players avail-
able.

“He has a great chance to be a great
player,” Yankee owner George Steinbren-
ner said. “When you get guys you don’t
think will be there when you pick, that’s
tremendous.”

Duncan is scheduled to play in an All-
American game at Yogi Berra Stadium in
Little Falls, N.J., on Monday. He will be
the only player from New Jersey on the
East team.

The Yankees also took two other local

players yesterday. With their second
pick, they selected Central Islip High’s Es-
tee Harris, a speedy center fielder. With
the 454th overall pick, the Yankees
grabbed Elvys Quezada, a righthanded
pitcher at Seton Hall University.

By ANTHONY McCARRON
DAILY NEWS SPORTS WRITER

CINCINNATI — Willie Randolph got an
eerie feeling riding in the elevator at the
Westin Hotel the Yankees are staying in
here. It’s the same hotel he stayed in
the night before he interviewed for the
job of Reds manager after the 2000
season, a job he thought he had a
genuine chance to get.

“It made me kind of want to switch
hotels,” Randolph said yesterday. “I saw
the same coffee shop, the lobby and I
said, ‘Ooh, this isn’t good.’ ”

The situation wasn’t right for Ran--
dolph to take the job, he said, noting
that he wouldn’t have gotten to pick his
own coaches, among other restrictions.

Randolph said those memories aren’t
the biggest ones of Cincinnati, though
his other recollections are about as
bad.

“The thing I first thought of when we
came in here was 1976,” Randolph
said. “That’s the big memory, when we
got swept.”

The Yankees were swept by The Big
Red Machine in the World Series that

year, the last time the Yankees played
in Cincinnati.

EXTRA BAT? The Yankees continued
trolling for a lefthanded bat to help their
bench, though Joe Torre doesn’t believe
it’s an urgent need. A club official said
the Yankees had talked to Tampa Bay
about Ben Grieve, but were turned off
when the Devil Rays wanted them to
pick up all of Grieve’s $5.5 million
salary.

GM Brian Cashman “has run some
names by me,” Torre acknowledged.
But, he added, “I don’t think it’s a
desperate situation.”

JASON AT FIRST: After five straight
starts at DH, Jason Giambi played first
base last night, where he hopes to stay
for the duration of the Yanks’ tour of
NL parks in Cincy and Chicago. Giambi
had been DH-ing because of a sore left
knee.

“My knee feels a lot better,” Giambi
said. “I should be all right (in the six
games in the NL parks). That’s why we
took so many DH days.”

Said Torre: “We’ve prepared as well
as we could,” Torre said. “If he’s hurt-
ing, I’ll sit him one day.”

HOPING FOR NICK: Torre said “I
hope so” when asked if Nick Johnson
(stress fracture, right hand) would be
ready to return in the time frame the
Yankees originally thought. Johnson is
still wearing a cast on his hand and
doing only conditioning drills at the
Yankees’ complex in Tampa. He’s been
on the DL since May 15 and the Yan-
kees believe he’ll be out four to six
weeks.

“Once he starts doing what he does,
it’ll come quickly,” Torre said. “He’ll
probably need two to three games of
rehab, so once his cast’s off, it’ll proba-
bly be 10 days.” . . . Jeff Weaver, recent-
ly sent to the bullpen, will be available
for relief today. Jason Anderson (food
poisoning) was unavailable last night.

CINCINNATI — Baseball commissioner
Bud Selig is planning to discipline George
Steinbrenner for the Yankee owner’s critical
comments about the interleague schedule
and Major League Baseball vice president
Katy Feeney in a published report yester-
day, according to a baseball executive with
knowledge of Selig’s intentions.

In an interview with the New York Times
in yesterday’s editions, Steinbrenner ripped

baseball because the Yanks play the NL
Central-leading Cubs and fourth-place Reds
in the first set of interleague games while
the Red Sox meet the Brewers and Pirates.

“Katy Feeney makes the schedule, and
she has never been a favorite of mine or a
favorite of the Yankees,” Steinbrenner told
the Times. “We play Cincinnati, which is a
fine, fine ballclub; they’re going to be in the
middle of it. Then we play the Cubs.

“Now who is the other guy playing?
They’re playing against Milwaukee. Now
what’s right about that? They’re playing
Pittsburgh and Milwaukee while we’re
playing Cincinnati and the Cubs. I think
they got the best of that deal.

“Bud Selig told me personally that he
was overseeing the schedule, and that he’ll
see to it that it’s fine. I used to be for it,
but I’m not for it anymore. It’s too easy for
discrepancies.” — McCarron

BASEBALL

Yanks pick Jersey star

NOTEBOOK

First impression
Derek Jeter is only fi rst-round pick in last decade 
to make impact with Yankees, though some have 
been used in successful trades:
1992 — Derek Jeter, SS
The best Yankee fi rst-round 
pick since Thurman Munson 
in 1968. Now, like Munson, 
the team’s captain.
1993 — Matt Drews, RHP
Part of trade for Cecil 
Fielder in 1996, never made 
majors.
1994 — Brian Buchanan, 
OF
Traded to Minnesota for 
Chuck Knoblauch in 1996. 
Now a Padre reserve hitting 
.280 with 2 HRs and 12 
RBI.
1995 — Shea Morenz, OF
Never reached majors.
1996 — Eric Milton, LHP
Went to Twins in Chuck 
Knoblauch trade, blossomed 
into ace. 
1997 — Tyrell Godwin, OF
Went to college instead of 

signing with Yanks, now at 
Blue Jays affi liate in Class A.
1998 — Andy Brown, OF
Struggled at Double-A 
Trenton earlier this season, 
now batting .222 for Class 
A Tampa.
1999 — David Walling, 
RHP
Struggled with control, at-
tempted a brief comeback in 
minors, now out of baseball.
2000 — David Parrish, C
Batting .223 this season 
with one homer at Double- A 
Trenton.
2001 — John-Ford Griffi n, 
OF
Part of Jeff Weaver trade 
last season, now in Toronto 
system.
2002 — Pick awarded to 
Oakland after signing of 
Jason Giambi. Eric Duncan

Memories
not pretty
for Willie

Boss’ interleague rips irk commish

JOHN TRACY

ERIC THE GREAT Eric Duncan of Seton Hall Prep displays hitting prowess
that makes Yankees draft the third baseman in first round yesterday.
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